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are so extremely careless that the clothes of the persons who die of the plague are sold publicly at auction, and are generally worn by those who buy them, without even being washed. The army has lost 6000 persons by plague within these seven months. Upon taking leave of the Vizier, it is customary to receive the present of a pelisse, which he throws over your shoulders. It is not proper to refuse this present, but I requested it might be sent to me, not wishing to run the risk of catching the plague by wearing it before it was fumigated.
The Vizier's army is not composed of professional soldiers ; the Janissaries are the only troops they have of that description. Even these, being generally resident in the same districts and having no parades or exercises, follow trades and other occupations. The Bashaws of the districts through which the Vizier passes are ordered to attend him, each with a certain number of followers. These are the inhabitants of the country, who have all arms of their own and attend on foot or horseback according to their means. They are in general a stout, active, and hardy people, and are allowed to be individually brave. They are certainly material of which excellent soldiers might be formed; but under a Turkish Government everything becomes debased. It could be no dread of the Turkish army that induced Kleber to enter into the convention of El Arish. He and the troops were tired of the country, and it does not seem to have been at that time the policy of France to persevere in retaining their army in Egypt; but the moment the revolution that had taken place at Paris, which placed Buonaparte at the head of the Government, was known to them, the French seized the pretence given to them to break the convention. They marched out of Cairo and drove the Vizier's army before them to Salahih, where they left them to find their way through the desert as best they could. It could hardly be called an action; the French did not lose thirty men. Since that period the politics of both Governments are altered. We consider it as essential to the safety of our possessions in India that the French